Foundation Degree in Teaching and Learning Support
Level 1: Performance Descriptors


	GRADE
	80 – 100 (Pass)
	70 – 79 (Pass)
	60 -69 (pass)
	50 – 59 (Pass)
	40 -49 (Pass)
	35 – 39 (Fail)
	<34 (Fail)

	Knowledge and Understanding
	Thorough, explicit knowledge & understanding of the topic. Clear understanding of and explicit links to some aspects of a wider field
	Very good knowledge and understanding of central topic issues, explicitly identified. Some appreciation of and explicit links to a wider field.
	Good, partially explicit knowledge and understanding of central topic issues. Some appreciation of a wider field.
	Evidence of a sound factual and/or conceptual knowledge base and the ability to use accurately appropriate terminology. 
	Some indications of a limited ability to identify appropriate ideas, concepts and principles.
	Signs of an emerging knowledge and understanding of topic issues. Unable to always select or apply them appropriately. Insufficient understanding to fully achieve the stated learning outcomes.
	Inadequate knowledge. Discussion lacks organisation. Many factual errors. Use of irrelevant material. Insufficient understanding to fully achieve the stated learning outcomes.

	Analysis
	Sustained and fully substantiated critical analysis including contrary perspectives.
	High level of critical awareness and questioning assumptions.
	Ability to analyse critically drawing on a range of perspectives. Some questioning of assumptions.
	Some ability to analyse within guiding principles. Some evidence of critical thought.
	Largely descriptive with little evidence of critical thought.
	Generally descriptive and uncritical. Some inaccuracy and may lack coherence.
	Descriptive and uncritical. Lack of internal consistency e.g. illogical claims. Discussion may be irrelevant to the set task.

	Use of Source Material
	Discussion is fully supported by reference to relevant contemporary source material and key texts. Accurate use of referencing technique.
	Clear evidence of the application of a wide and relevant source base. Accurate use of referencing technique.
	Discussion is well informed by additional reading. Evidence of an extended source base. Accurate use of referencing techniques.
	Effective use is made of relevant learning material. Accurate use of reference style.
	Appropriate use is made of a limited range of relevant learning material. Largely accurate use of reference style.
	Some use of source material but at a superficial level. Little evidence of further reading. Poor referencing style.
	Poor use of source material. Little or no use of additional reading. Poor or incorrect use of referencing style.

	Relevance to set task
	Wholly relevant to all aspects of the task. Insightful
	Discussion is always appropriate and contains some insightful elements.
	Discussion is always appropriate to the task.
	Appropriate discussion with clear relevance to the set task.
	Largely addresses the task.
	Generally addresses the task. Some irrelevance or over-emphasis on peripheral issues.
	Unfocussed response. Little sense of the relative importance of the issues presented and the work may be peripheral.

	Structure
	Organising principles always promote and enrich the discussion. Some evidence of independent thought.
	Organising principles complement and enhance the discussion. May include evidence of independent thought.
	Organising principles support the coherence and clarity of discussion.
	Structure supports the coherence and clarity of discussion.
	Clear structure that is relevant to the task and supports the discussion.
	Some organisational principles. Major features may not be sufficiently defined or may be omitted. .Some repetition.
	Little evidence of planning. Discussion lacks organisation. Major features may not be sufficiently defined or may be absent. Work may be repetitive.

	Use of language
	Work displays an excellent use of standard written English.
	Work displays an excellent use of standard written English.
	Work displays a very good use of standard English. All statements are clearly expressed and there is good flow from one point to the next.
	Work displays a good use of standard written English with few, if any, grammatical errors. It is written in an appropriately academic style.
	The work is written to an acceptable standard of English. There are few, if any, grammatical errors. The work may need more careful editing.
	Generally poor standard of English usage. Much more care needed with language construction and checking of text.
	Poor standard of basic English. Much more care needed with language construction and checking of the text.
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